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| of me Regular Quarterly Meeting of the Committee 4 
:Nenting Laymen and Miniſters of the Th 
2 One of Yak, hots 


at the Strafford's-Arms, in Wakeficld, on Thurſday, September, 


a, 79% SON SCATCHERD, Eſq. in the Chair 3 


1. Reſolved unanimov | | 
That 4. ADDRESS 2 PEOPLE of ENGLAND, ſtati 


the grounds of our PRoTESTANT Diszzn r, and our general dif- 


Gtion with reſpect to the civil and eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment of 


| Vie country, be puliſhed by this committee, and circulated through- 


OE 1 * Gee. unanimouſly | 
Il. Re mimouſlys Rs | 
Fa rrwr now read be by this meeting, and ſigned 
the chairman in the name of the committee. 
ADDRESS to the PEOPLE of ENGLAND. | 

WF, the Committee of the Proteſtant Diſſenting Laymen and 
— of the Three Denominations in the Weſt-Riding of the 
unty of York, now aſſembled at our ſtated uarterly Meeting, 
cannot, in juſtice to ourſe! ves and to the gene cauſe of Religi- 
ous Liberty, paſs over in ſilence the atrocious aQts which have 
lately been committed inthe town and neighbourhood of Birming- 
ham. On the illegality of the violence which hath been offered to 
the property of our brethren in that part of the kingdom by a de- 
juded populace, the civil Judge has already decided in the regular 
exerciſe of his office; and we fincerely compafſionate the unhappy 
wretches, who, as a ſalutary example to others, have heen ſcnirnced 
to expiate their crimes with their lives. But we deem it ſtill ne- 
ceſſary, on our part, to obviate the invidious miſrepreſentations of 
bur principles and conduct which have produced this fanat cal ſpirit 
and which appear to us to have higher origin, as they are ſtill induſ- 


* 


triouſly circulated, for the moſt part by anonymous writers, in ſome 
of the public prints. 

The ſpecious cry of 
by our enemies, w.th 
eve that we are enemies 


we are ſuffered to exiſt. 8 
That we are not members of the Church of England we have 


always openly avowed, by the cleareſt and moſt deciſive of all de- 
clarations, an uniform courſe of conduct. We cannot ſubmit to 


her authority in matters of faith. We rannot appropriate to 


ourſelves, in a ſolemn act of religious worltip, a Form of Prayer 


Which we ſhould not be permitted to adopt to our own views, by the 
alteration or omiſſion oſ a fingle ſentenc*. We cannot diſcover 
in the diſcourſes of Chriſt, or the writings of his Apoſtles, any 
foundation for that diſtinction of rarks in the Chriſtian miniſtry 


Church and Xirg hath been artfully aſſumed 
an evident deſign to make the ignorant be- 
to bo. b, and that neither can be lafe while 


Which is preſcribed in the epiſcopal form of church government. 


e cannot accede to rules of faith, or modes of worſhip, in which 
the civil magiſtrate claims a right of interference. In our religious 
ſentiments, and in ſuch of our actions as are purely religions, we call 
ho man Maſter upon ear:h; we reſt entirely on the ſufhiciency of the 
ſcriptures, and the right cf private judgement. This is a right 


which the Refermers of the Engliſh Cbutch chemſelvet exerciſed 


when they ſepararcd from the Church of Rome; and it is the only 
right whicheve aſſume as the ground of ch diſſent. In the exerciſe 
07 it we are led to a great diverſity of ſentiment : and we certainly 
diſagree with each other in religious opinions more than ſome of uz 
differ from the doctrinal parts of the eſtabli t ed creed. But in this 
we acquieſce, as the unavoidable effect of p-rſonal enquiry in the 
preſent ſt te of the human understanding. It is a liberty which we 
equally give and take: for we dare not judge anet her ſer want, Know- 
ing that te bis own maſter be muſt Band er fall; we ſhould think 
ſt impious to intrude between the conſcience of a brother, and that 
venerable Being who alone Inet bis heart. | 
With chef. fentiments it is not poſſible that we ſhould have an 
unfriendly diſpoſition to the members of tie eftabliſhment. We 
annat deny thera that right to a perſonal choice which we exert, 


2 


courſe violence, or employ illiberal artifice in ſupport of our 
cauſ. White they retain their preſent opinions, we muſt be 
earneſtly ſolicitous that they may preſerve the undiſturbed enjoy - 


ent of their articles, their liturgy, and their epiſccpal governments _ 


we have, indeed, no private intereſt which can ſtimulate us to 
acts of unchriſtian hoſtility We have no defiie thit our own 
opinions, or mode of worthip ſhould be ſupported bv the civil magi- 


ſtrate, or by the aid of a legal impoſt. We are willing to truſt 


theie preſervation and increaſe to the force of truth, and the 
v iction of mankind. And whatever may be our views Siren 
the abſolute authority, or general expedience of a religious eſta- 
bliſhment, we rejoice in the benefits which are actually produced 
vy the diligent inſtruction and exemplary conduct of its miniſters. 
+ e eſteem a clergyman who reſides, in his pariſh, and is at once the 
riend, the guide, and patron of his flock; to be one of the moſt re- 
ſpectable, becauſe he ranks wich the moſt uſcful of human charac- 


ders. We are ſo far from wiſhing ill to any of the Clergy of the 


Engliſh Eſtabliſhment, that we ſhould feel a lively pleaſure in the 
remoral of every circumſtance which appears to us, at preſent to 
impede their comfort and uſefulneſs. We will not heſitate to de- 
clare, that, in our apprehenſion, their fituation would be liable to 
much fewer obzections, if they were left to the fre: ſtudy of the 
Sacred Writings, unfettered by ſubſcription to human explanations ;z 


if pluralities were abſolutely prohibited, if the poorer livinge were en- 


creaſed, by a diſtribution of the ample revenues which 
tached to finecure dignities ; and if their ſtipends were —_ raiſcdin 
a mode which has a manifeſt tendency to perpetuate jealouſies be- 
tween them and the occupiers of land. In ſuggeſting theſe imper- 
fections in the preſent adminiſtration of the church, een 
you of entering ourſelves into its communion, we do not conceive 
that we are acting the part of its enemies; for whatever encreaſes 
its uſefulneneſs, muſt ſurely add to its ſtrength and ſtability : but 
= we ſhould happen to be miftaken in the probable effect of all or any 
theſe changes, our error cannot preduce any juſt occafion for- 
alarm. Not being included within its palo, we have no pretence 


for taking an active part in its concerns: all that we can with 


ropriety do, is to offer our impartial opinion, and to 
8.2 wiſhes: if the church of Pugtend be 3 — * 
want reformation, that re formation muſt originate in the wiſdom, 
_ be rn e — of its own adherents. 
| Such are the reaſons of our diſſent, and ſuch are ou 
concerning the ecclefiaſtical eſtabliſhment of this won gr 


We are confident, that there is nothing in them which 
Ve enemies to the State. We have as dear an indtere? in the — 


peace and proſperity, as the proudeſt and moſt elevated of our cou 
2 The aggregate of the property which is poſſeſſed by indi. 
vidual Diſſenters, is far from inconſiderable. It is, moreover, for 
the moſt part of that kind which would be the ſooneſt affected dy 
eivil contentions: it is chiefly veſted in commercial ſtock, or the 
machinery of manufaRories ; and much of it may be diſſipated in 
— ee by the fury of bigotted, or the rapacity of unprincipled 
nfurgents. The State, therefore, has a valuable pledge for our 
good behaviour, and might reſt ſecure from any apprehenſion that 
we are inclined to diſturb its tranquility, even if our paſt conduct 
— not furniſhed ſo ſtrong a preſumption ef dür pacific diſpoſition 
ut the experience of a century has witneſſed our quiet ſu miſfion 
to the laws, and our active regard to the welfare of our country, 


We 282 engaged in no rebellion, We hare favoured do la. 


ciples, er oppofition to all our profeſſions, have re- 
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their plans, we think it ſufficiently evident, 


. lence and rapine. 


We are not averſe to acknowledge chat, in conjunction with 
many eminent characters who have no connection with us in our 
religious capacity, we W congratulate the inhabitants of a 

ouring country, on their late deliverance from the rofa 
ic government, and their preſent flattering proſpect of being 
with the poſſeſſion of legal liberty. We have not the arro- 
gance to believe that we are competent 4 of all the meaſures 
which have been employed for attainment of this invaluable 
cdu; we are well aware that imperfections have always at- 
tended the beſt deviſed ſchemes of human policy. But whatever 
may be the errors, the defects, or the 5 of ſome of 
at more than twen- 
ty millions of people, who have long been political ſlaves, are now 
become free men. In this auſpicious change we anticipate a glori- 
ous addition to the general hap;ineſs of mankind. We exult in 


che reflection that we live in an age, which has produced & body of 
Legiſlators who, by directly diſclaiming all offenſive ware, have 


preſented a new example to an admiring world. 
But while we declare our ſatisfaction in the Revolution which 


has lately taken place in the government of France, we proteſt 
againſt the concluſion which has been ne leſs uncharitably than il- 
logically drawn, that we are therefore defirous of a revolution in 


y our own country. If a revolution had been deficable at hom, Fo 


durſt not thus have expreſſed our joy: the horrid dungeons of an 
Engliſh Baſtile would vave terrified us into ſilence. But we have 
alwavs boaſted, that by the elevation of the Prince of Orange to the 
throne, and by the act which fixed the ſucceſſion on the Houſe of. 
Hanover, our general lib rties have been fully recognized and con- 
firmed. We have no wiſh to get the act of Settlement repealed, or 


to alter the preſent form of government. We are attached to the 


Britich Conſticution, as it conſiſts of King, Lords and Com- 
mons. We give our hearty ſuffrage to the aſſignment of the exe- 
cutive dep irtment, and of a voice in the legiſlation, to the perſon 
of the King. We have a decided preference for an hereditary mo- 
narchy, ſubject only to ſuch reſtrictions as directly flow from the 
precedent of Sixteen Hundred and Eighty Eight, which we devout-- 
ly prey that nei.her we nor our deſcendents may ever have occaſion 
to bring into exerciſe, We reſpe& a body of Nobles, which, in a 
pol.tical view, have little or no reſ-mblance to that which lately 


| exited in France. We regard with a zealous veneration, the 
weight which is given to the people at large in the management of 


national affairs, by the voice of the Houſe of Commons. 

We will not, indeed, pretend to conceal, that we are not per- 
feQly ſatisfied with the preſert ſtate cf the popular repreſentations 
But this is by no means peculiar to us as Proteſtant Diſſenters. In 
this we only follow, at a humble diſtance, ſome of the moſt illuſ- 


trious names that have diſtinguiſhed our country. Here we feel 


that we are Engliſhmen, independent of every religi>us deſc;;ption. 


Here, therefore, we cannot act as a ſ-parate body. Here we ſhall 


always be happy to co-operate with the wiſe and gond, but we will 


nev. r connect ourſelves with the ſeditious and inte mprrate. It s 


our deliberate judgment, that the evils we lament, will admit of a 
ready redreſs, and may be conſtituciorally remedied without the 
violation of perſonal right, and with equal advantage to tile Monarch 
and the People. © — | 


As an earneſt of the peaceable meaſures which on this and all 


other occaſions we are determined to purſue, we flatter ourſelves 
that we may ſafely appeal to our general conduct in our ate applica- 


tion to Parliament, for the repeal of the Corporation and Teſt Acts. 


A few indiſcrete expreflions in the Reſolutions of a ſingle ſociety in 
a neighbouring county, have, indeed, been poir.t:d out, and con- 
dem ed with a willing aſperity; but the public may be afſured that 
they were entirely dilapproved by the general body of Diſſentere, 
Conſcious that we have no political demerits which can render us 
unworthy of being admitted to the full privileges of c. tizens, Wwe 
ſpoke in the manly tone of conviction, but in none of our larger 
aſſociations did we ever depart from a becoming deference to the 


We have e n 
| hue ce: w 
pus $i pe to the perſons or property of our —_ _ 
c ſtomed good e OY 885 ſhall never du viate flom our ac- 
to -urſcives exned) , eee e to lime, as may ſeem 
eee. _ renew our applic.tion to Parliament, and 
ſu ler the eech e eee our complaint; but ve will net 
e s de, Ss nes cet, or contumel.ous treatment to 
1 mper, for 8 ch h of tne peace. We will wait, with ſtead; 
of os I; i Ts h the public mind; and in the general courſe 
ives will apply, with patriotic diligence, to the duties of e 


reſpectite profeſſions. It ſhail be our conſtant ambition to fill our 


ſeveral tations with credit to ou, ſel 
ations with ſelves, and with uſeful 
ee , and if we cannog obtain the ode els oe 
2 IF fellow ſubjects, we wiil do all that the Author © 
- put in our power, we will endeavour to deſerve it. 
igned by 3 5 the Name of the Committee, 
| SON SC I 
8 unanimouſly, _ nnn 
at the Rev. Mr. Moorhouſe, the Rev. | 
oa Mr. Langdoa, be appointed Kt a dong bee. pecans 
_ to the as Dr. Prieſtley, cx his fuk: 
inge In the late riots at Birmingham 
_ „ nne 5s 
hat the letter drawn up and now delivered i | 
mittee, be figned by the Chairman, and = — K. nt Dr. 
RIESTLEY, in -_ name of the Committee 1 
To the Rev. Dr. LEY. 
Rey: 3 e Rev. Dr PRIESTLEY. 
the Committee of Prot ſtant Diſſent; 
iſſenting La Mi- 
an - the Three Denominations for the Weſt Ridi _ = 
> o 2 Kk, e 3 expreſſing the intereſt _- feel in 
rings from 
ma eher — : pa populace. However ſome of us 
inced of the integrity of ycur character, and thi | i 
4 to _ _ ow ſervices in the cauſe "= a e — 
vil! In this cauſe we reſpect you as a confeſſi 
mire the magnanimity and mecknefſ; g an 
im : ually honourabl 
man and the chriſtian, with which N 7 t i 
— — a, you have borne the ſoſſes you 
I . pprobation of your own mind 
9 eee _ =_ perſuaſion that _ OI | 
, e direction of a wiſe and be lent iden 
— finally prove conducive to public' good, will, 2 3 
- 3 to afford you ſupport, and enable you to rejoice even 
pd 0 ation. Sincerely wiſhing you every bleſſiing which Heaven 
W, we remain, _ Rev. Sir, | 
3 ours, very reſpectfull 
Signed by Order, in the Name of the 2 | 


. | WATS | 8 
V. e eee, 
That ſi ve hundred copies of the Addreſs be ſeparately printed 


for circulation, and that it be alſb printed i 
| printed in the Morni ic 
the Gazetteer, the Star, and the General Ronin 3 


Leeds Intelligencer and Mercury; in the Vork Courant and Herald; 


in the Sheffield General Advertiſer and in the Chelmsford Chro 


VI. Reſolved unanimouſl 
That the thanks of this Mos be gl 


— | WATSON ssc, cd 


rhe iultige of our country. A dl. 


preiling our concern for his ſuf- 


doQtrinal opinions, we are well con- 


